
By 1953, the Korean War was over and the US and the USSR both had new leaders - so what now? 

EISENHOWER 

KHRUSHCHEV 

US President Eisenhower supported  

peaceful co-existence with the Soviets, and  

continued Truman’s policy of containment. He 

believed in the Domino Theory - if one country 

became Communist, countries around it would 

too. 

He also believed in deterrence - building up a 

large stock of nuclear weapons so that the USSR 

wouldn’t attack first. 

Relations suffered when an  

American U2 spy plane was shot 

down in Russia in 1960. 

The US military-industrial  

complex warned of a missile 

gap - that the USSR had 

more nuclear missiles than 

the US. More was spent on 

defence (which was their 

hope all along). 

Anti-

Communism in 

the US was 

boosted by the 

Communist  

revolution in 

Cuba. FIDEL CASTRO 

1960 

American media encouraged 

the anti-Communist feeling. 

So did the new US President  

John F. Kennedy: 

1961 

“We shall pay any price, 

bear any burden,  

meet any hardship, 

support any friend, 

oppose any foe to ensure 

the survival and success 

of liberty” 

        John F. Kennedy 

      Inauguration Speech 

Kennedy authorised the Bay of Pigs invasion: a CIA plan to  

overthrow Castro’s government. It failed, humiliating JFK, who 

believed in firm action and quick, flexible responses to conflicts. 

Khrushchev pledged to 

expand Communism 

through aid “wars of 

national liberation” like 

the revolution in Cuba. 

He saw Kennedy as 

weak and indecisive. 

Both leaders increased 

military spending and 

their disagreements 

over Berlin led to the 

building of the Berlin 

Wall in 1961. 

The Soviet Union gave more support to 

Cuba, building missile bases there in 

1962. With a range of over 1,000 miles, 

U2 flights confirmed the existence of the bases.  

The US and Kennedy had to decide how to respond... 



To deal with the Cuban crisis, Kennedy set up ExComm 

(the Executive Committee for National Security)., which 

met between 14-27 October to plan a strategy. 

Some in ExComm wanted to 

invade Cuba, others wanted to 

attack it. 

 

Moderate members wanted to 

compromise by removing US 

missiles from Turkey if the  

Soviets withdrew theirs from 

Cuba. 

Afraid of being seen as weak again,  

Kennedy refused to compromise. 

He ordered a naval blockade of Cuba. US ships were set 

around Cuba to prevent the Russians delivering more  

missiles. 

After a tense few days, Khrushchev agreed to turn his ships around if 

Kennedy lifted the blockade and promised not to invade Cuba. 

Kennedy agreed, and the crisis was over. 

In private, he also agreed to remove the US 

missiles in Turkey. 

Some in the US were angry that America did 

not strike. Most praised him for his actions in 

ending the crisis. It was considered a huge 

diplomatic victory for the President. 

A hotline was set up between  

Washington and Moscow to  

improve communication between 

the two leaders. 

They also agreed to a Test Ban  

Treaty which banned testing nuclear 

bombs in the air, in space or  

underwater. 

1. Who were the new leaders of the US and the USSR after 1953? 

2. Explain the Domino Theory and peaceful co-existence. 

3. What do you think about the policy of deterrence? 

4. What did the US spend more on as the 1950s went on? 

5. What country became communist in 1960?  Who was its leader? 

6. What encouraged anti-Communist feeling in the US in the early 1960s? 

7. How successful was John F. Kennedy’s first attempt to combat communism in Cuba? 

8. How did Khrushchev view Kennedy? How did this influence Kennedy’s later decisions? 

9. How did the Cuban missile crisis begin? 

10. How did Kennedy respond to the crisis? What were the outcomes? 


