


In 2014, after Russia had invaded the Crimea region in Ukraine, I did a class with students  

answering their questions about it and outlining what was happening, using my phone to show  

videos and photos (it was a small class). As the class was winding up, my phone buzzed with a news 

alert announcing the next development. It was the most current class I’d ever taught. 

 

I enjoy when students ask about events which are taking place in the world today, but I don’t get a 

lot of time to discuss these things with them when we have a whole curriculum to get through. So 

I’ve put this together for CSPE classes and I figure that it might be handy for other teachers and stu-

dents elsewhere - if nothing else, it might answer a few questions. There’ll be new issues every 

week, seeing as there are always new issues in the world each week! 

 

History Help (historyjk.blogspot.ie) 



Who’s involved? 

Michael Noonan 

Minister for  

Finance 

Paschal Donohoe 

Minister for  

Public Expenditure 

The Budget outlines the Government’s plans for spending and 

saving over the next year. It is read out in the Da il by the  

Minister for Finance and the Minister for Public Expenditure. 

This year’s budget received a mixed response from people.  

The Government defended the decisions taken, but some argued 

that they don’t go far enough. See activities at the back.  

Budget based on prudent management says Kenny, RTÉ News, http://bit.ly/2dQUNq0 

The Taoiseach Enda Kenny said Budget 2017 is the first in a series of budgets that are focused on what 

the public said was important. 

Speaking on RTE  News, Mr Kenny said it was based on continued prudent management of the economy 

that takes into account coming challenges such as Brexit. 

The Taoiseach said he would have liked to be able to do more but denied that the Budget lacked vision. 

Budget 2017 favours wealthier people, Social Justice Ireland says, Irish Times, bit.ly/2dCBiUC 

Tax measures introduced in Budget 2017 disproportionately favour wealthier people with nothing 

done to safeguard against deepening inequality, Social Justice Ireland has said… 

With regard to the reduction in the Universal Social Charge (USC) and income tax, Social Justice Ireland 

said it clearly had a greater benefit for those earning more money. Alternatively, the cost of these cuts to 

the exchequer could have made tax credits refundable and given every taxpayer an additional credit of 

€100 per year, it said. 

“In practice this would have meant that everyone would be €100 better off while the working poor 

would gain a little more,” the group claimed in its 24-page critique published on Wednesday.  

“There is an urgent need to ensure that the annual Budget does not increase inequality, but rather  

reduces it, in particular that it reduces poverty among all groups living in this situation,” it said. 

“Budget 2017 has not taken any significant initiative to measure whether or not poverty and inequality 

will fall rather than rise as a result of the overall impact of the decisions taken.” 

http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_topic=Budget%202017&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Ireland&article=true


HURRICANE MATTHEW 
made landfall in Haiti on October 4, causing over 1,000 

deaths and more than $1 billion worth of damage. Now, Haiti 

must pick up the pieces, with limited help from abroad... 

Where is Haiti? 

Haiti is located on the island of 

Hispaniola on the Caribbean.  

Formerly a French colony, there 

are over 10.6 million people  

living there. 

The Caribbean is an area which is 

often hit by hurricanes. The last 

hurricane to severely affect Haiti 

was Hurricane Tomas in 2010, a 

few weeks after an earthquake. 

“There’s Nothing Left”, CBC News, http://bit.ly/2eFV3w5 

As Hurricane Matthew roared across southwestern Haiti,  

Joselien Jean-Baptiste huddled with his family while the wind 

whipped at his little house. When it was finally safe to venture  

outside at dawn the 60-year-old farmer realized his troubles had 

only just begun. 

The storm knocked down part of the house where he lives with his 

wife and six children outside of Les Cayes, leaving  

only a small section of corrugated metal intact. But that was the 

least of his problems. The field he had worked for 25 years was a 

scene of violent upheaval. His rice was swamped with river water; 

the mango and breadfruit trees were split like matchsticks; his 

corn flattened or torn from the ground by fierce winds. 

"It is going to take us a long, long time to get back on our feet," Jean

-Baptiste said. 

Haitian and international agricultural officials say it could be a  

decade or more before the southwestern peninsula recovers  



economically from Hurricane Matthew, which struck hard at the rugged region of more than one million 

people that is almost completely dependent on farming and fishing. 

The Civil Protection Agency said Friday that the death toll from Hurricane Matthew, which made land-

fall here on Oct. 4, had risen to 546, though it was likely to climb higher as reports continued to trickle 

in from remote areas, and there are other reports the death toll has risen to more than 1,000. Likewise, 

the statistics about economic losses are still approximate, but appear to be catastrophic. 

In the Grand-Anse region, nearly 100 per cent of crops and 50 per cent of livestock were destroyed,  

according to the World Food Program. On the outskirts of Les Cayes, where Jean-Baptiste lives, more 

than 90 per cent of crops were lost and the fishing industry was "paralyzed" as material and equipment 

washed away, the organization said. 

Haiti’s Hurricane Disaster in Numbers 

 Approximately 1,300 dead. 

 1.4 million in need of humanitarian aid (over 10% of the population) 

 $8 million sent from the UN to deal with a cholera outbreak. 

UN chief gets glimpse of Hurricane Matthew’s Destruction in Haiti, BreakingNews.ie ,  

http://bit.ly/2e1AETm 

UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon has visited victims of devastating Hurri-

cane Matthew, saying the destruction wrought by the storm was 

"heartbreaking".... Ban's brief visit came as victims of the storm continued to 

express frustration - sometimes violently - at delays in aid about a week and 

a half since Matthew hit south-west Haiti with 145 mph winds, killing at least 

546 people and demolishing or damaging tens of thousands of homes. 

"I met so many displaced persons, young people, women who were pregnant 

and sick people. It was heartbreaking," he said, describing his tour of an 

emergency shelter in the town of Les Cayes packed with families whose 

homes were destroyed … Mr Ban expressed disappointment that internation-

al funding to fight cholera in Haiti and rebuild after Matthew is so far falling 

far short. 

"I know that the world economic situation is not favourable, and I know that there is some donor  

fatigue by certain countries," he told reporters at the close of his brief visit. 

Ban Ki-moon 

The aftermath of 

the hurricane 



“My goodness! You guys are fired up! Well, let me just say hello everyone. I am so thrilled to be here with you all  

today in New Hampshire. This is like home to me, and this day – thank you for a beautiful fall day. You just ordered 

this day up for me, didn’t you? It’s great to be here... 

So I’m going to get a little serious here, because I think we can all agree that this has been a rough week in an already 

rough election. This week has been particularly interesting for me personally because it has been a week of profound 

contrast. 

See, on Tuesday, at the White House, we celebrated the International Day of the Girl and Let Girls Learn, and it was a 

wonderful celebration. It was the last event that I’m going to be doing as first lady for Let Girls Learn. And I had the 

pleasure of spending hours talking to some of the most amazing young women you will ever meet, young girls here in 

the US and all around the world. And we talked about their hopes and their dreams. We talked about their  

aspirations. See, because many of these girls have faced unthinkable obstacles just to attend school, jeopardizing 

their personal safety, their freedom, risking the rejection of their families and communities. 

So I thought it would be important to remind these young women how valuable and precious they are. I wanted them 

to understand that the measure of any society is how it treats its women and girls. And I told them that they deserve 

to be treated with dignity and respect, and I told them that they should disregard anyone who demeans or devalues 

them, and that they should make their voices heard in the world. And I walked away feeling so inspired, just like      

ONLY  

THREE  

WEEKS  

TO GO 

As the American presidential election gets closer, the two 

main candidates, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton are 

doing all they can to secure as much support as possible.  

In the last week, offensive comments made by Trump about 

women eleven years ago resurfaced, shedding a spotlight on 

the candidate’s sexist attitudes. On Friday 14 October, First 

Lady Michelle Obama gave a speech at a Clinton rally  

condemning Trump, and speaking about the difficulties 

women in America have faced throughout history. 
Want to know how a US presidential election works? 

Have a look at this poster:  http://bit.ly/2ebrRfE 



I’m inspired by all the young people here – and I was so uplifted by 

these girls. That was Tuesday. 

And now, here I am, out on the campaign trail in an election where 

we have consistently been hearing hurtful, hateful language about 

women – language that has been painful for so many of us, not 

just as women, but as parents trying to protect our children and 

raise them to be caring, respectful adults, and as citizens who 

think that our nation’s leaders should meet basic standards of  

human decency. 

The fact is that in this election, we have a candidate for president 

of the United States who, over the course of his lifetime and the course of this campaign, has said things about  

women that are so shocking, so demeaning that I simply will not repeat anything here today… 

It is cruel. It’s frightening. And the truth is, it hurts. It hurts. It’s like that sick, sinking feeling you get when you’re 

walking down the street minding your own business and some guy yells out vulgar words about your body. Or when 

you see that guy at work that stands just a little too close, stares a little too long, and makes you feel uncomfortable 

in your own skin. 

It’s that feeling of terror and violation that too many women have felt when someone has grabbed them, or forced 

himself on them and they’ve said no but he didn’t listen – something that we know happens on college campuses and 

countless other places every single day. It reminds us of stories we heard from our mothers and grandmothers about 

how, back in their day, the boss could say and do whatever he pleased to the women in the office, and even though 

they worked so hard, jumped over every hurdle to prove themselves, it was never enough… 

On November 8, we can show our children that here in America, we reject hatred and fear and in difficult times, we 

don’t discard our highest ideals. No, we rise up to meet them. We rise up to perfect our union. We rise up to defend 

our blessings of liberty. We rise up to embody the values of equality and opportunity and sacrifice that have always 

made this country the greatest nation on Earth. 

That is who we are. And don’t ever let anyone tell you differently. Hope is im-

portant. Hope is important for our young people. And we deserve a president 

who can see those truths in us – a president who can bring us together and 

bring out the very best in us. Hillary Clinton will be that president.” 

Read the full speech at http://bit.ly/2daoBS1 

US First Lady Michelle Obama 

Watch the speech at 

https://youtu.be/SJ45VLgbe_E 



CSPE 

 Research more information on the conditions people are currently experiencing in Haiti. 

 Ban Ki Moon mentions “donor fatigue”. Find out what this is, and suggest a solution for it. 

 Find out what groups in Ireland are offering assistance to people in Haiti. 

 Organise a campaign to donate to these groups. 

ENGLISH 

 How effective are the two news articles on these pages at expressing the conditions people in Haiti are 

facing after the hurricane? Give reasons for your answer. 

GEOGRAPHY 

 What kind of aid would governments send to Haiti after a crisis such as this? What other types of aid 

are there? Would any of these types help with the situation? 

 Ban Ki Moon mentions “donor fatigue”. Explain some arguments for and against international aid. 

ENGLISH 

 Immediately after Michelle Obama gave this speech, it was lauded as one of the best of her time as  

First Lady. Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 

 Identify three features that are important for a  good speech. Does this speech have examples of those 

features? 

 Imagine you were a reporter present at Michelle Obama’s event. Write up a report for your newspaper 

based on your impressions of her speech. 

CSPE/HISTORY 

 Obama mentions hurdles that women in the US have had to overcome. Can you think of any  

examples in history of women around the world having to overcome obstacles to live as equal human 

beings? 

BUSINESS STUDIES/CSPE 

 Read the two articles and discuss in class what kind of decisions either a government or a household 

would have to take into account when drafting a Budget.  

 As a class, look at the Budget measures introduced and discuss whether or not it does “lack vision”. 

Activities 


