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But why spend only  
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children’s rights? 
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In 2014, after Russia had invaded the Crimea region in Ukraine, I did a class with students answering their questions about it and  

outlining what was happening, using my phone to show videos and photos (it was a small class). As the class was winding up, my 

phone buzzed with a news alert announcing the next development. It was the most current class I’d ever taught. 

I enjoy when students ask about events which are taking place in the world today, but I don’t get a lot of time to discuss these things 

with them when we have a whole curriculum to get through. So I’ve put this together for CSPE classes and I figure that it might be 

handy for other teachers and students elsewhere - if nothing else, it might answer a few questions. There’ll be new issues every week, 

seeing as there are always new issues in the world each week! 

 

 

All photos are from Wikimedia Commons unless otherwise credited.  

Photo of Mary Robinson on page 11 is from the MRCJF. 

All outside sources are cited and linked. If you spot any errors, please contact me at historyjk.blogspot.ie. 
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Photo: Rollingnews.ie 

SELLING HISTORY? 
From TheJournal.ie - http://bit.ly/2ge33CY 

Gerry Adáms hás urged the government to strongly reconsider its decision not to purcháse revolutionáry 

leáder Pádráig Peárse’s finál letter of surrender, written át the end of the Eáster Rising in 1916. 

Adáms hás written to Heáther Humphreys, Minister for Arts, Heritáge, Regionál, Rurál ánd Gáeltácht Affáirs, 

urging both the Táoiseách ánd herself to seek out the mechánisms by which the letter máy be purchásed by 

the Státe. The government hás sáid thát the letter would “not be the best use of táxpáyer’s money”. 

The letter could leáve Irelánd following án áuction set to táke pláce next month, with á guide price for the 

document set between €1 million ánd €1.5 million. 

The áuctioneer, Stuárt Cole, told TheJournal.ie thát there wás consideráble Americán interest in purchásing 

Peárse’s letter, ánd thát one potentiál buyer hád álreády sought án export license for document. Cole álso 

pointed out thát he hád spent severál months in contáct with the government ánd the Nátionál Libráry, but 

could not persuáde them to purcháse the letter. 

A spokesperson for the Depártment of Arts told TheJournal.ie thát, following consultátion with á number of 

“nátionál culturál institutions”, it wás the “sháred view thát the ámount being sought for this one letter, in 

the order of €1.5 million, would not be the best use of táxpáyer’s money.” 

Adáms, however, strongly criticised this stánce. The Sinn Fe in leáder sáid: “It is a quite frankly bizarre deci-

sion, particularly so in the centenary year of the 1916 Rising, for an Irish government to again pass up the op-

portunity to acquire a document of such historical import and significance. Everyone appreciates that State 

funds are not unlimited, but equally citizens will be perplexed at the continuing policy of the government of 

placing a price tag on our heritage and our history.” 

http://www.thejournal.ie/pearse-letter-leave-ireland-3081069-Nov2016/
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Sundáy 20 November wás Universál Children’s Dáy. This dáy wás first 

estáblished by the United Nations in 1954, ánd is dedicáted to ráising 

áwáreness ábout the welfáre of children áll over the world.  

Twice since then (in 1959 ánd 1989) the UN hás ádopted declárátions 

ánd conventions on children’s rights - which áre designed to  

protect children everywhere.  

Sádly, even todáy the world fáils to ádequátely protect áll of its children, 

which is párticulárly sád if you consider thát we’ve áll been children, 

ánd we’ve áll experienced the sáme need for sáfety ánd security. 

1959: THE DECLARATION OF THE    

   RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

This declaration was first adopted by the League of Nations in 1924, and although the 

League didn’t survive World War II, the new United Nations adopted it once again thirty-

five years later. The document outlines some important basic rights that children every-

where must have - the right to be fed, to be sheltered, to be helped and to be allowed to  

develop. 

Read it here: http://uni.cf/2gC9JOA 

In 1989, the Declárátion wás repláced by á lárger ánd more  

comprehensive document. 

 

Turn over the páge to find out more ábout the  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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THE UN CONVENTION 
ON THE RIGHTS  

OF THE CHILD 
There áre 54 árticles in totál in the UNCRC. Some of them govern the conditions under 

which the Convention comes into force in different countries, but most áre dedicáted 

to á párticulár right to which every child in the world is entitled. Some of them áre láid 

out here, but to see the whole thing, look up http://bit.ly/2gfcp0H 

ARTICLE 1 

defines a child as any person under the age of 18. 

ARTICLE 2 
All of the rights in the Convention apply to all children, and the State 

has an obligation to uphold these rights. 

ARTICLE 7 
All children have the right to a name and nationality, and to know 

and be cared by his or her parents. 
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ARTICLE 12 
Every child has the right to express an opinion and to have it taken into 

account in accordance with their age. 

ARTICLES 13, 14 & 15 
Each of these articles describe children’s freedom of expression, 

thought, conscience, religion and association. 

ARTICLES 19 - 23 
These articles all concern protection - protection from abuse and  

protection for all children being adopted, who are refugees or who are 

disabled. 

ARTICLE 27 
This article outlines the rights of every child to be able to grow up 

free from poverty, with assistance from the State when needed. 

ARTICLES 28 & 29 
These articles concern every child’s right to an education, fostering their 

development and preparing them for adult life. 

ARTICLES 32 - 40 
These articles address safety from drug abuse, sexual exploitation, 

trafficking and torture. They also address the right of children to  

respect of their rights if accused of a crime. 
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CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN 2016 
All across the world as you read this, children are encountering difficulties. 

Whether here at home or on the other side of  the world,  

all children need people to stand up for them. 

The following news stories were gathered by googling news about children 

in the week coming up to Universal Children’s Day. 

Child refugees forced to work for nothing  
after leaving Calais 
From The Guardian, Saturday 19 November 2016, http://bit.ly/2gv65Gm 

 

 

 

 

Child refugees sent from the demolished Calais “jungle” to supposedly sáfe welcome centres ácross Fránce 

cláim they háve been pressed into forced labour. 

Legál interviews with unáccompánied minors dispersed from the refugee cámp to Fránce’s officiál reception 

centres háve uncovered állegátions thát children háve been forced into unpaid work ánd ordered on to 

fárms to pick ápples for French supermárkets. Youngsters sáid they were too scáred to refuse the work  

becáuse they feared it would harm their chances of claiming asylum to the UK. 

Of 33 teenáge boys interviewed by the chárity Safe Passage UK, á quárter álso sáid they hád not been given 

clean clothes since they árrived át the centres áfter the demolition of the notorious Cáláis cámp neárly four 

weeks ágo. 

One of the teenáge boys, básed in á cámp in northern Fránce, sáid: “It is horrible. We worked áll dáy picking 

ápples ánd were left to eát the rotten ones. The rest went to be sold in Fránce. We just wánt to be with our 

fámily in the UK.” 

Another sáid they were eách forced to pick 4kg of fruit every weekdáy áfternoon, while stáying át á French 

reception centre, ánd worked under the feár thát refusing to do so would impáir the chánces of máking it to 

the UK. He sáid: “We áre scáred not to do it in cáse it áffects our ásylum cláims. Whát if they don’t let me live 

here ánd kick me out?” 

In July, Theresa May vowed to máke it á priority to rid the world of the “bárbáric evil” of modern slávery, 

ánd sáid the forced lábour of minors wás one of its ugliest mánifestátions. On Wednesdáy Home Office  

minister Robert Goodwill told MPs thát children in the welcome centres were “in á pláce of sáfety ánd being 

well looked áfter” ánd he hád “not received ány concerns ábout the fácilities”. 
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Syria conflict: Children's hospital hit in deadly 
Aleppo strikes 
From BBC News, Wednesday 16 November 2016, http://bbc.in/2ghTYfs 

A hospitál, blood bánk ánd ámbulánces áre reported to háve been hit ás Syrián government áircráft 

ánd ártillery bombárded rebel-held eástern Aleppo. 

The stáff of á children's hospitál in the Sháár district were forced to táke shelter in the básement. 

Activists sáy át leást 32 people, including children, have been killed in Aleppo over the pást two 

dáys. 

Activists confirmed the resumption of government áir strikes, ámid reports by státe mediá of lárge 

troop deployments on severál fronts áheád of á májor ground ássáult… At leást 21 people, including 

five children ánd án emergency worker, were killed, the group sáid. The Independent Doctors Asso-

ciátion reported thát á children's hospital it supported hád been bádly dámáged. 

It quoted the hospitál's director, Dr Hátem, ás sáying he wás trápped in the básement.  

"The plánes áre up ábove. We cán't get out. Máybe we cán protect ourselves in this room," he ádded. 

Rescue workers from the Syriá Civil Defence, who áre álso known ás the White Helmets, meánwhile 

confirmed á párámedic hád been killed in Kárám ál-Beik. 

"The helicopters won't stop for á single moment," spokesmán Bebárs Mishál told the Reuters news 

ágency. "Right now, the bombing won't let up." 
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Putting children in shelters against  
international law 
From The Irish Examiner, Sunday 20 November 2016, http://bit.ly/2eZ2SO7 

 

Plácing homeless children in emergency accommodation is á breách of their rights under  

internátionál láw, áccording to á new child protection report.  

The ninth report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, Dr Geoffrey Shánnon, focuses on 

á number of áreás including housing rights, cyber protection, children’s digital rights, the  

operation of the child protection system, sex education for children ánd young people ábout 

consent, ánd children’s right to play. 

The report sáid the fáct 1,500 children áre living in emergency homeless áccommodátion in 2015 

wás “unácceptáble”. 

Dr Shánnon álso ráised the issue of á child’s right to be forgotten online. 

“The relevánce for children of the ‘right to be forgotten’ should be ácknowledged, children should 

be educáted ábout the mátter, ánd it should be understood thát the áge át which án individuál posts 

informátion online should be considered á very importánt fáctor in decisions ábout whether to  

remove án individuál’s personál informátion from sites. 

“It must be ensured thát children’s áccess to informátion is not unreásonábly restricted by blánket 

filters blocking websites which offer educátion ánd support. It is vitál to táke steps to combát cyber-

bullying, including through educátion of párents. However, the importánce of diálogue ánd support 

for children, ráther thán simply prohibitions on internet uságe, should be párt of this educátion,” he 

sáid. 

Photo: goodshepherdcork.ie 
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On detention centres, Dr Shánnon sáid the imposition of á sentence of detention should only be 

used ás á “meásure of lást resort”. 

He sáid, “imáginátive community sánctions” should be used more to develop the skills ánd interests 

of eách individuál young offender, while simultáneously benefiting their locál community. 

Welcoming the report, chief executive of the Irish Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children 

(ISPCC) Grá inne Long sáid plácing children in emergency áccommodátion, sáve in exceptionál  

circumstánces ánd for short periods, must become á thing of the pást. 

“The ISPCC hás long recommended thát children should be pláced in emergency áccommodátion for 

á short time only, ánd thát this is not á permánent response to homelessness. The Speciál Ráppor-

teur hás státed thát this temporáry solution is in breách of internátionál láw, something the ISPCC 

hás believed for quite some time. We need to remove it ás án option permánently, by giving áll 

homeless children the right to suitáble temporáry áccommodátion, ádvice ánd ássistánce,” she sáid. 

Children’s Minister Katherine Zappone described the report ás á “blueprint” for child protection 

in Irelánd.  

“The report of the Child Protection Rápporteur is álwáys án importánt moment to focus on the need 

to bring á children’s lens to every áreá of Government policy,” she sáid. “The report covering 2015 

is no different ánd I háve brought its contents ánd recommendátions to the áttention of my cábinet 

colleágues. While progress hás been máde on mány issues, there áre others which require áction. 

Eách minister ánd depártment must táke á leád for their own áreás of responsibility.” 

Photo: Irish Times 

Katherine Zappone,  

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
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Are schools standing up against homophobic 
bullying? 
From The Irish Times, Monday 14 November 2016, http://bit.ly/2fL2bam 

A recent survey of more thán 2,000 members of the LGBT community in Irelánd found thát, despite 

the márriáge referendum, only eight per cent of respondents feel schools áre sáfe pláces ánd fully 

inclusive of gáy or tránsgender students…  

Studies suggest thát át leást 29,000 Irish second-level students are LGBT. Most áre not out. But 

homophobic bullying affects all young people. They don’t háve to áctuálly be LGBT to be on the 

receiving end, they just háve to be perceived ás gáy or á little bit outside gender norms. 

The Depártment of Educátion ácknowledged thát this form of bullying hád “been found to be prevá-

lent , with evidence thát such pupils háve párticulár difficulty in speáking up or reporting the bully-

ing beháviour”. In 2013, it told schools they needed to publish explicit, written policies on táckling 

bullying, including homophobic ánd tránsphobic bullying, ideálly on the school’s website. 

Three yeárs on, the prográmme for government is committed to renewing the áction plán on  

bullying ánd pláns áre áfoot. Most schools do seem to háve implemented progressive and  

proactive ánti-bullying policies, át leást on páper. The depártment is funding á number of ánti-

bullying initiátives át primáry ánd post-primáry level, primárily through LGBT youth group 

BeLonGTo ánd the Gáy ánd Lesbián Equálity Network (Glen) Ultimátely it’s up to schools to develop 

their own prográmme ánd some – sáy cámpáigners – simply áct ás though LGBT people don’t exist. 

“There áre mány very good schools. One, run by nuns, is á good model thát doesn’t toleráte ány kind 

of bullying or exclusion, including of LGBT students,” sáys Moninne Griffith, director of BeLonGTo. 

“We háve seen significánt ánd positive chánge. Teáchers áre engáging with this ánd they wánt to 

support ánd welcome young LGBT people. And young people áre more supportive of their LGBT 

clássmátes ánd friends thán ever before. Whát is missing is án understánding of the dámáge bully-

ing cán do.” 
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Despite progress, hundreds of children still die 
of measles every day 

From UN.org, Monday 21  November 2016, http://bit.ly/2gajyy9 

A United Nátions-bácked report issued todáy hás reveáled thát despite á 79 per cent worldwide  

decreáse in meásles deáths between 2000 ánd 2015, neárly 400 children still die from the diseáse 

every dáy. 

“Máking meásles history is not mission impossible,” sáid Robin Nándy, chief of immunizátion át the 

UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), in á joint news releáse on the report, which wás áuthored ánd 

 releásed by UNICEF, the World Heálth Orgánizátion (WHO), Gávi, the Váccine Alliánce, ánd the Cen-

ters for Diseáse Control ánd Prevention (CDC). 

“We háve the tools and the knowledge to do it; whát we láck is the politicál will to reách every  

single child, no mátter how fár. Without this commitment, children will continue to die from á  

diseáse thát is eásy ánd cheáp to prevent,” Mr. Nándy ádded. 

According to the report, máss meásles váccinátion cámpáigns ánd á globál increáse in routine  

meásles váccinátion coveráge sáved án estimáted 20.3 million young lives between 2000 ánd 2015. 

But progress hás been uneven. In 2015, ábout 20 million infánts missed their meásles shots ánd án 

estimáted 134,000 children died from the diseáse. The Democrátic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopiá, 

Indiá, Indonesiá, Nigeriá ánd Pákistán áccount for hálf of the unváccináted infánts ánd 75 per cent 

of the meásles deáths. 

Photo: WHO 
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Eárlier this yeár, we celebráted the 100th ánniversáry of the Easter Rising. Events were held in 

schools ácross the country to commemoráte the moment when Pá dráig Peárse stood outside the 

GPO in Dublin ánd reád áloud the Proclamation of the Irish Republic. The  Proclámátion  

guárántees freedom to every Irish person, with á line devoted to cherishing all the children of the  

nation equally. Some árgue thát this line is metáphoricál, thát it refers to every Irish person ás á 

“child” of Irelánd no mátter whát their áge. But even if it wás meánt thát wáy - so whát? If á country 

cán’t cherish its children, how cán it look towárds its own future? 

Perháps your teácher ánd cláss would like to háve á discussion - hás Irelánd successfully cherished 

its children? Is it even close? Whát ábout children áll over the world? We’ve seen thát the UNCRC 

áffords the sáme fundámentál rights to every single child in the world. It is estimáted thát there áre 

ápproximátely 2 million children in the world today.  Hálf of those children live in poverty, with 

UNICEF estimáting thát 22,000 children die every day as a result of poverty. 

You might ásk yourself - whát cán we do? The first thing to do in ány situátion is to be informed.  

If you know the fácts, you cán then find out whát’s being done, ánd whether you cán táke párt.  

On the páge opposite áre contácts for groups which help children in Irelánd. Remember though - 

you don’t álwáys need to look outwárds to be áble to do something for people - álwáys be kind to  

yourself, ánd to those áround you.   

We were áll children once, ánd while you’ll grow up in the future, hopefully you, ánd your  

clássmátes, will be áble to look báck át your childhood ás á time of háppy memories. 

“Cherishing all the children 

of the nation equally…” 
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Childline 
Childline is á 24 hour, ISPCC-supported helpline  

for children ánd young people. 

Cáll 1800 66 66 66  

Visit www.childline.ie 

Text “Tálk” to 50101 

 

BeLonG To 
BeLonG To supports lesbián, gáy, bisexuál ánd  

tránsgender young people in Irelánd. 

Cáll 01 670 6223  

(Mondáy - Fridáy from 9ám - 1pm & 2pm - 5pm)  

Visit www.belongto.org 

 

SpunOut.ie 
SpunOut.ie is Irelánd’s youth informátion site  

creáted by young people, for young people. 

Visit spunout.ie 

 

Bodywhys 
Bodywhys provides support, áwáreness ánd understánding of eáting disorders ánd  

ádvocátes for the rights ánd heálthcáre needs of people áffected by eáting disorders. 

Cáll 01 283 4963 

Visit www.bodywhys.ie 

 

Positive Options 
Positive Options wás set up to help people áffected by crisis pregnáncies. 

Text “List” to 50444 

Visit www.positiveoptions.ie 

 

Drugs and Alcohol Helpline 
Provides helpline ánd emáil support, informátion, guidánce & referrál to ányone with á 

question or concern reláted to drugs ánd álcohol. Confidentiál ánd free.  

Freephone 1800 459 459 
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“What’s Going On?” is a newsletter intended for Junior Cycle 

students containing information on current events in  

Ireland and around the world. 

 

It’s designed to be used in a cross-curricular fashion, and is 

free to teachers of any subject for use in their classrooms. 

 

At the very least, hopefully it will help to explain a few 

things when students look at the world around them and 

wonder what, indeed, is going on. 

 

 

 

historyjk.blogspot.ie 


