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The Unexpected  
President 

America prepares for Donald Trump 
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What’s happening in Ireland? 

Is Ireland meeting its commitment to refugees?         P 3 

 

What’s happening in the United States? 

Donald Trump has won the election… what happens next?       p 4 

 

What’s happening for women? 

The American “glass ceiling” still stands…          p 8  

 

What’s happening with the climate? 

The Paris Agreement has come into effect…          p 10 

In 2014, after Russia had invaded the Crimea region in Ukraine, I did a class with students answering their questions about it and  

outlining what was happening, using my phone to show videos and photos (it was a small class). As the class was winding up, my 

phone buzzed with a news alert announcing the next development. It was the most current class I’d ever taught. 

I enjoy when students ask about events which are taking place in the world today, but I don’t get a lot of time to discuss these things 

with them when we have a whole curriculum to get through. So I’ve put this together for CSPE classes and I figure that it might be 

handy for other teachers and students elsewhere - if nothing else, it might answer a few questions. There’ll be new issues every week, 

seeing as there are always new issues in the world each week! 

 

 

All photos are from Wikimedia Commons unless otherwise credited.  

Photo of Mary Robinson on page 11 is from the MRCJF. 

All outside sources are cited and linked. If you spot any errors, please contact me at historyjk.blogspot.ie. 
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New beginnings: 200 child refugees  
from Calais camp will come to Ireland 

From TheJournal.ie, Thursday 10 November 2016, http://bit.ly/2fwFeVA 

“Ireland will be accepting up to 200 unaccompanied 

child refugees who had been previously living in the 

French Calais refugee camp, it was agreed in the Da il  

today... 

Tanya Ward, Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights  

Alliance, welcomed the decision taken by the Da il today 

and outlined the dangers facing children in Calais. 

‘We remain deeply concerned at the numbers of displaced and lone children across Europe.  These children 

– some as young as eight – are often hungry, have no school to attend and have been exposed to serious 

abuse and trauma. Some have been exploited by ruthless child traffickers and up to 10,000 children have 

gone missing. We must put pressure on France to live up to its obligations to register children, provide them 

with care, reunite them with their families and provide protection.’  

Brian Killoran, Chief Executive of the Immigrant Council, said: ‘Scenes from Calais last week showed  

children living in conditions no one, of any age, should face. These children have no access to education, no 

safe accommodation and they are under threat from criminals on a daily basis.’ 

He commended the Government and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that has 

‘dealt with 104 referrals of unaccompanied minors this year alone’. Experts from 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, left for Greece earlier this week as Ireland seeks 

to fulfill and exceed its promise to provide a home for 20 unaccompanied children... 

It’s estimated by the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) that 90,000  

unaccompanied children arrived in Europe in 2015. In Greece, 1,604 children are 

waiting for appropriate shelter. The plight of unaccompanied minors was brought 

into sharp focus last month as France cleared the Calais “jungle” camp.” 

Who’s involved? 

Katherine Zappone 

Minister for  

Children 

Project Idea: 

Write a guide to help introduce young people your age to Ireland. Find out what supports  

people will need and include all necessary information about them. 

Photo: Markus Schreiber  
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T R U M P  W I N S  
Since July, opinion polls and political commentators were all sure of one thing - 

Hillary Clinton would win the election and become the first female President of 

the United States. Even as the election took place on Tuesday 8 November,  

the Clinton team was confident of a win. 

Instead, Donald Trump emerged as the next President.  

States which haven’t voted for the Republican candidate in over two decades 

flipped, catching those same pollsters and commentators by surprise. 

Counting Presidents Before They’re Elected 
In 1948, President Harry Truman was running for re-election.  

He had become unpopular and commentators expected he would be  

defeated by his opponent, Thomas Dewey. Newspapers believed this too, 

much to their embarrassment when Truman pulled a surprise victory and 

happily posed with that day’s  copy of the suddenly very wrong Chicago 

Daily Tribune. 

 

Unfortunately, this time around Newsweek magazine did the same thing. 

President Barack Obama meets with the 

president-elect, Donald Trump in the Oval 

Office on Thursday 10 November 2016. 

Photo: Reuters 
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It was a result that very few people were expecting.  

In the aftermath, the result was met with mixed emotions - 

surprise and shock from people who didn’t want Trump to 

win and were sure he wouldn’t, jubilation from his support-

ers, and questions all around about what this victory would 

mean - not just for America, but for the world. 

Although the election is now over, Trump won’t actually  

become President until he is sworn in on 20 January. Until 

then, Barack Obama remains in the Oval Office, but as 

what’s called a “lame duck” President. His main goal over 

the next two months will be to ensure a smooth transition 

between his team and Trump’s. In the meantime, Trump is 

known as the President-elect. 

Hillary Clinton conceded defeat with a phone call  

congratulating Trump, and later a farewell speech to her 

supporters. She had come further than any other woman 

before her in running to become one of the most powerful 

people in the world. 

THE RESULTS 

Donald Trump 

Republican 

306 Electoral Votes 

60,565,143 votes* 

Hillary Clinton 

Democrat 

232 Electoral Votes 

61,292,712 votes* 

You might be wondering why Donald 

Trump won more EVs (and the election) 

while Hillary Clinton won more actual 

votes. It’s because Clinton won the  

overall national vote, but Trump won slim 

victories in the states of Michigan,  

Wisconsin and Pennsylvania - giving him 

more EVs. This last happened in 2000, 

when Democrat Al Gore won the most 

votes, but Republican George W. Bush 

narrowly won the election with 271 EVs.  

Wisconsin 

Michigan 

Pennsylvania 

* counting still underway 
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WHO’S INVOLVED? 

Barack Obama 

US President 

2009 - 2017 

Joe Biden 

US Vice-President 

2009 - 2017 

Michelle Obama 

US First Lady 

2009 - 2017 

Donald Trump 

US President 

2017 -  

Mike Pence 

US Vice-President 

2017 -  

Melania Trump 

US First Lady 

2017 -  

Until 20 January 2017 After 20 January 2017 

As the world adjusted to the news that Trump would become  

President, the transition between the outgoing Obama Admin-

istration and the new Trump Administration began. Trump has 

two months to put his Cabinet together and decide on his priori-

ties for his first days in office. On Wednesday 9 November, Trump 

met with President Obama in the Oval Office, while incoming Vice  

President Mike Pence met with Joe Biden, and incoming First Lady 

Melania Trump met with Michelle Obama. 

WATCH: Donald Trump’s Victory Speech 

(NBC News) 

https://youtu.be/Bcck7hr9Su8 

R E A C T I O N S  
As is customary, world leaders began sending messages of congratulations to Donald Trump after 

his victory in the election. Here in Ireland, the Taoiseach Enda Kenny issued a statement saying 

“On behalf of the Government and the people of Ireland, I am pleased to offer our sincere congratula-

tions to Donald J. Trump on his election as the 45th President of the United States. Ireland and the 

United States have enjoyed a very close and warm relationship for many generations and I am  

confident that under his leadership our bilateral relations will continue to prosper. Also, we think  

today of Hillary Clinton, a friend to Ireland who fought such a tough campaign.” Kenny had previously 

criticised Trump’s comments during the election campaign. 

President Michael D. Higgins issued his own statement, saying “Ireland has a long and deep  

connection with the United States and its people. I have conveyed my best wishes to President Elect 

Donald Trump, wishing him and the American people every good fortune for his term in office.” 

Some European world leaders have expressed concern at his victory. Across America, people 

shocked at the result have taken to protesting on the streets. 

See the full list of official reactions on Wikipedia: http://bit.ly/2fN9kne 
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W H AT  W I L L  H E  D O ?  
Building a wall along the border with Mexico - and making them pay for it… deporting all Muslims 

from the United States… putting Hillary Clinton in jail… making America great again… Donald 

Trump promised a lot during his campaign. What will he do once his term begins next year? 

 

The sheer scale and cost of trying to build a wall along the entire US-Mexico border (estimated at $40 billion) make it 

very unlikely that Trump will successfully be able keep this promise. The Mexican government has repeatedly said it will 

not pay for a wall. On Sunday 13 November, Trump suggested in an interview that instead of a wall, a fence may be built 

instead. Meanwhile, the xenophobia encouraged by Trump’s campaign may make life more difficult for immigrants living 

in the US. There have already been reports of an increase in racist incidents in the days after the election. 

IMMIGRATION 

 

After the death earlier this year of Antonin Scalia, a Supreme Court Justice, President Obama was blocked from ap-

pointing a successor by the Republican-controlled Congress. Now that they are about to control the presidency, the Re-

publicans will back the successor chosen by Trump. Supreme Court appointments are for life, and Trump’s choice will be 

a conservative voice in the court. 

 

Trump’s comments on women earned him a lot of negative publicity during the election. Abortion has been legal in the 

US since the 1970s but Trump has promised to work to reverse this. His maternity leave proposals have been criticised as 

being unfair for low-income families. 

WOMENS’ RIGHTS 

THE SUPREME COURT 

 

Trump famously denounced climate change during the campaign as a “hoax” invented by China. He has pledged to take 

America out of the Paris Climate Deal signed last year, and which only actually came into effect the week before Trump 

won the election.  He has also said he would cut funding for clean energy projects, and expand on coal mining and gas 

drilling. 

 

The Vice President-elect, Mike Pence, has a long record of opposition to LGBT rights measures, and has previously  

supported “conversion” therapy. During the campaign, Pence has said that a Trump administration would work to roll 

back many of President Obama’s LGBT rights reforms, including giving transgender people the right to use the public 

bathrooms of the gender they identify with. Pence is also opposed to same-sex marriage. 

LGBT RIGHTS 

THE CLIMATE 

Trump has already started rowing back on some of his promises, saying that jailing Hillary Clinton 

is not a priority for him, and that he might keep some parts of Barack Obama’s healthcare law. This 

is despite him frequently claiming during his campaign that “Obamacare” was a disaster and would 

be completely dismantled if he won. We’ll have to see what else he says over the next two months 

before we can have a clearer idea of what he intends to do after Inauguration Day. 
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"I know we have still not 

shattered that highest and 

hardest glass ceiling, but 

some day, someone will…” 

Hillary Clinton was defeated in a bid for the US  

Presidency before, when she lost to Barack Obama 

in the contest to become the Democratic presiden-

tial candidate for the 2008 election. She had to give a 

concession speech then, and most likely to her own 

surprise she had to do so once again last week. 

Throughout both of her campaigns, Clinton made 

reference to the “glass ceiling”, a symbol of the  

barriers women have faced in American society in 

the fight for equality. Acknowledging that she failed 

to crack this particular glass ceiling, she expressed 

her hope that someone else would - admitting, in 

other words, that she would not be running again. 

Clinton wore purple for her speech, while her  

husband Bill wore a purple tie behind her. Many 

were quick to pick up on the symbolism of this. Blue 

is colour of the Democrats, red of the Republicans - 

her use of purple symbolised the need for unity  

between them in what is a very divided country. 

WATCH: Hillary Clinton’s Full Concession 

Speech (NBC News) 

https://youtu.be/Bcck7hr9Su8 
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CRACKED GLASS 
America may not yet have a female President, but this election was the first 

in which one of  the two major candidates was a woman. The first women 

elected to lead their countries came to power in the mid 20th century... 

Sirimavo Bandaranaike was the first 

woman ever elected to lead a  

government.  

She was Prime Minister of Ceylon  

(Sri Lanka) at various times from 1960 

to 2000. 

Isabel Perón became the first female 

president in the world when she was 

elected President of Argentina in 1973. 

Indira Gandhi (left) became Prime 

Minister of India in 1966 while 

Golda Meir (right) was elected 

Prime Minister of Israel in 1969. 

Both had a huge impact on their 

country. 

Britain had its 

first female Prime 

Minister in 1979 

with Margaret 

Thatcher’s  

election. 

In 1988, Benazir 

Bhutto became the 

first female leader of 

a Muslim nation 

when she became 

PM of Pakistan. 

In 1990, Mary Robinson became 

Ireland’s first female President. 

Seven years later Mary McAleese 

became the first woman in the 

world to succeed another as  

President. 

Angela Merkel (right) became  

Germany’s first female Chancellor in 

2005.  

In 2016 Aung San Suu Kyi (left) became 

the leader of Burma/Myanmar’s  

government after years of house arrest. 

Also in 2016,  

Theresa May  

became the  

second female 

British Prime  

Minister. 

At present, there are 14 women serving as heads of state, and 7 as heads of 

government. This count doesn’t include female monarchs like Elizabeth II, who 

aren’t elected. 

List of elected or appointed female heads of state: http://bit.ly/1QUNED7 

List of elected or appointed female heads of government: http://bit.ly/2eRi6j3 
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HOW 

LONG  

DO WE 

HAVE 

LEFT? 

Climate change is becoming more and more  

pronounced as the years go on - extremes of hot 

and cold, heavy rain and flooding and terrible  

hurricanes are becoming increasingly common. 

The Paris Agreement was drafted in the final months of 2015 

and signed by most of the world’s nations in April 2016. On 

 4 November, it became effective - starting in the year 2020, 

the countries which have adopted it have agreed to make  

efforts to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and try to  

limit the impact of climate change. 

The strong response of many of the world’s nations has made 

the Agreement a major story in world news. While there is 

huge support for the Agreement, there is also a lot of  

opposition from politicians and groups who don’t believe that 

climate change is a real threat to the world. With four years to 

go until it comes into effect, we’ll have to see what happens... 
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10 Things You Should Know About the Paris Agreement, 

from nature.org (http://bit.ly/1T09l4L) 

 

The world as a whole agreed on a path forward. 196 nations signed the Paris 

Agreement, the first time — since climate change rocketed to the top of the list 

of global issues — that the world has agreed on a path forward. 

   

The Paris Agreement was years in the making. When negotiations to address 

climate change failed in 2009, countries walked away with a better sense of 

how to make an agreement work. Using past failures as a guide helped launch 

a “bottoms up” approach in which each country set its own goals, enabling the 

Paris agreement to work for everyone — the best way to ensure change.   

 

The deal asks any nation signing it, of which there were 196, to reduce  

greenhouse gas emissions and to regularly increase their ambitions.  

The agreement requires that ratifying nations “peak” their greenhouse gas 

emissions as soon as possible and pursue the highest possible ambition that 

each country can achieve.  

 

Countries will aim to keep warming well below 2 degrees Celsius, and for the 

first time to pursue efforts to limit temperature increases to 1.5 degrees C. 

The nations involved in COP 21 agreed upon and required that they would all 

work towards making sure the Earth’s temperature doesn’t rise above 2  

degrees Celsius; this degree change is usually agreed upon as being the tipping 

point to preventing massive effects of climate change. (However, it should be 

noted that more recent science indicates a change of even 1 degree Celsius 

could cause major threats and impacts to coastal communities and developing 

nations.)  

Former Irish President Mary Robinson 

has been strongly campaigning for  

climate issues over the last few years. 

She is currently the UN Special Envoy 

for the Climate. 

The US and China signed the Agreement 

at the same time. With Donald Trump  

vowing to take the US out of it again, 

President Obama intends to implement 

as much as he can before January. 

Countries in green have signed the Agreement. Countries in orange have ratified it. 

The darker shades are European Union (EU) countries which have signed/ratified it twice, both as 
individual states and as part of the EU. 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/urgentissues/global-warming-climate-change/index.htm
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“What’s Going On?” is a newsletter intended for Junior Cycle 

students containing information on current events in  

Ireland and around the world. 

 

It’s designed to be used in a cross-curricular fashion, and is 

free to teachers of any subject for use in their classrooms. 

 

At the very least, hopefully it will help to explain a few 

things when students look at the world around them and 

wonder what, indeed, is going on. 

 

 

 

historyjk.blogspot.ie 


