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Barack Obama sits in the Oval Office on 

his first day as President, January 2009 
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What’s happening in the United Nations? 

A new Secretary General has been chosen…          p 3 

Wonder Woman has become an ambassador…         p 4 

 

What’s happening in Calais? 

Refugees are left without shelter as the Calais camp is demolished…     p 6 

 

What’s happening in the United States? 

We’ll wake up on Wednesday to either President Clinton or President Trump…   p 8 

 

What’s happening in Ireland? 

We’re getting a sugar tax…             p 5 

Michael D. is about to celebrate five years…          p 14 

The FAI is in trouble over 1916…            p 15 

In 2014, after Russia had invaded the Crimea region in Ukraine, I did a class with students answering their questions about it and out-

lining what was happening, using my phone to show videos and photos (it was a small class). As the class was winding up, my phone 

buzzed with a news alert announcing the next development. It was the most current class I’d ever taught. 

I enjoy when students ask about events which are taking place in the world today, but I don’t get a lot of time to discuss these things 

with them when we have a whole curriculum to get through. So I’ve put this together for CSPE classes and I figure that it might be 

handy for other teachers and students elsewhere - if nothing else, it might answer a few questions. There’ll be new issues every week, 

seeing as there are always new issues in the world each week! 

 

 

All photos are from Wikimedia Commons unless otherwise credited.  

Photos on page 9 are © Times of Israel and People Magazine. 

All outside sources are cited and linked. If you spot any errors, please contact me at historyjk.blogspot.ie. 
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Meet  

António  

Guterres,  

the new  

Secretary 

General of  

the United  

Nations 

On 1 January 2017, António Guterres will succeed Ban Ki Moon as UN Secretary General. 

What does the UN Secretary General do? 

The Secretary General (SecGen) acts as the leader and spokesperson of the United Nations. 

He (or she, but there hasn’t been a female SecGen yet) represents the UN on official visits 

to different countries. He or she has to take into account the concerns of the countries in 

the UN, but must at the same time, “speak and act for peace”. 

Source: Role of the Secretary General (https://www.un.org/sg/en/sg_role.shtml) 

Who is António Guterres? 

 Born in Lisbon, Portugal in 1949. 

 Prime Minister of Portugal from 1995 to 2002. 

 From 2005 to 2015, he was the UN High  

Commissioner for Refugees. He worked to  

provide aid to Syrian refugees, and in 2012  

appointed actress Angelina Jolie as his Special  

Envoy to represent the High Commission for  

Refugees. 

 He is married with two children. 

Find out more about the role of 

the UN Secretary General using 

the link above. 

How many Secretaries General 

have there been? Where did they 

come from? 

Class Discussion: 

If you were elected UN Secretary 

General, what would be your top 

three issues to deal with? 
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No woman has yet been UN Secretary General, but the UN attracted controversy last 

month when they appointed their Honorary Ambassador for Gender Equality and the  

Empowerment of Women… the superhero Wonder Woman. 

Some have praised the choice for her strong character, but others have criticised her for, 

well, not being a real woman. A petition was started by UN workers, who were annoyed 

that: 

“The bottom line appears to be that the United Nations was unable to find 

a real-life woman that would be able to champion the rights of ALL  

women on the issue of gender equality and the fight for their empower-

ment. The United Nations has decided that Wonder Woman is the role 

model that women and girls all around the world should look up to.”  

Read more at 

http://bit.ly/2eDYT50 

No Woman but  
Wonder Woman? 

What do you think about the UN’s decision to make Wonder Woman an Honorary  

Ambassador for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women?  

Maybe you could conduct a class debate, with three arguments for the decision, and 

three arguments against. 
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From “It’s Official: Ireland is Getting a Sugar Tax (But Not For a Few Years), TheJournal.ie 

A sugar tax is being introduced in Ireland, but not for a few years yet. 

Finance Minister Michael Noonan announced that a tax on sugar-sweetened 

drinks will be introduced in 2018. Noonan said that the tax would be introduced 

in line with similar UK plans in April 2018. Before that there will be public consul-

tation over the measure which will run until 3 January next year. 

“It is of utmost importance to me that such a tax is as effective as possible, as fair 

as possible, and minimises the administrative burden on business,” said Noonan 

today. 

Read more at: http://bit.ly/2ezAZrE 

With US soda giants under pressure to produce more healthy beverages, Pepsi pledged that by 2025, at 

least two-thirds of the 12 ounce beverages it sells will contain 100 or fewer calories. At least  

three-quarters of foods sold will not exceed 1.1 grams of saturated fat per 100 calories. Pepsi’s “2025 

Sustainability Agenda” also included policies to limit water consumption, incorporate more recyclable 

packaging and purchase crops from sustainable farms. (from TheJournal.ie) 

Read more at: http://bit.ly/2eZgFmx 

Who’s involved? 

Michael Noonan 

Minister for  

Finance 

Do you like soft drinks, 

sweets and sugar in your 

tea? 

We’ll be paying more for 

them in 2018... 

Read the full article on Pepsi’s “2025 Sustainability Agenda”. What kind of measures do 

you think companies should bring in to promote sustainability? 

Aside from a sugar tax, can you think of other ways to 

promote healthy eating and drinking? 
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Where is Calais? 

Calais is a French port city located at the very north of 

France, across the English Channel from the English town of 

Dover. The two towns are connected by the Eurotunnel  

underground train. 

Since 1999, Calais has been the site of refuge camps for  

migrants, many of whom go there in the hopes of reaching 

the UK.  

For thousands of people, the Calais Jungle was their only refuge as 

they fled their own countries. Last week, it was demolished. 

WHERE DO ALL  

THE PEOPLE GO? 
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How many people lived in the “Jungle”? 

Approximately 8,000 people lived in the camp before the  

demolition order was given in October, according to a census by the Help Refugees group. 

The first camp was set up by the Red Cross in 1999, to facilitate refugees and migrants who wished to 

enter the UK. By 2002, the number of people there had risen to 2,000. The British government had the 

camps closed, fearing an increase in illegal immigrants. 

The closure of the camp forced people to make shelters for themselves in the surrounding woods,  

giving rise to the nickname “the Jungle”. Conditions were unsafe and unhealthy and the jungle was 

demolished in 2009 - but again, people had nowhere else to go. 

Where are the people coming 

from? 

From 2014 onwards, a large number of refugees 

and migrants wound up at Calais again. The French 

government was forced to create a new camp, but 

because of the sheer numbers, it became similar to 

the “jungle” from before. 

The majority of people there were Syrian refugees 

who had fled the violent civil war in their country. 

What’s going to happen now? 

Even though the jungle has been demolished, 

the people who had been living there still have 

nowhere else to go - it’s likely that a new settle-

ment will spring up, just like before. 

The French President, Francois Hollande, has 

said that Britain needs to do more to own up to 

its responsibility to help the refugees stranded 

in Calais, but at the moment there is little real  

action being done. Read more at   http://bit.ly/2elL37h 

More next week. 

Who’s involved? 

Francois Hollande 

President  

of France 

Theresa May 

Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom 
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On  

Tuesday 

one of 

these  

people 

will be 

elected 

the  

45th  

President 

of the 

United 

States 
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American presidential elections are held 

every four years without exception.  

This year marks the 58th such election 

since George Washington became the first 

President in 1789, but in many ways it’s 

been like no other election before it. 

Running a presidential campaign in the US takes 

quite a lot of time. Midway through Barack Obama’s 

second and final term, in 2014, people were already 

wondering who would run to succeed him. Hillary 

Clinton’s name was mentioned a lot - she had run to 

become the Democratic Party’s nominee in 2008 

but lost out to Obama - and in 2015 she confirmed 

that she would run. But it’s not as simple as just 

putting your name forward.  

THE PRIMARIES 

There are two major parties in the US, the  

Democrats (Obama and Clinton’s party) and the 

Republicans. Both parties choose their presiden-

tial candidate through an almost year long process 

called primaries. People who want to become the 

candidate must run against each other and convince 

their parties that they are the right candidate. It 

was in this contest that Obama beat Clinton in 

2008. 

People assumed that Clinton wouldn’t face any seri-

ous opposition this time around, but as the prima-

ries got underway throughout 2016, a Vermont 

senator, Bernie Sanders captured a lot of support, 

particularly from younger party members. Clinton 

prevailed, but the level of support won by Sanders 

US presidential campaigns take a long time. Both 

Clinton and Trump first had to run to become the 

candidate of their parties, starting in January 2016. 

As part of the election campaign, Clinton and 

Trump debated each other three times over  

September and October. 

This election has been more about the candidates’ 

personalities rather than what they would do if 

they win. Celebrity endorsements can help a lot. 
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HILLARY CLINTON (Democrat) 
Born in Chicago, Illinois on 26 October 1947 (aged 69) 

 

Became a  
lawyer in 1973. 

US First Lady 
from 1993-2001 

Senator for New 
York, 2001-09 

US Secretary of 
State, 2009-13 

 

DONALD TRUMP (Republican) 
Born in Queens, New York on 14 June 1946 (aged 70) 

 

Trump Organisation 
Chairman since 1971 

Miss Universe 
owner, 1996-2015 

Host of The  
Apprentice, 2004-15 

Famously claimed in  
2011 that Barack Obama  

wasn't a US citizen. 

Meanwhile, the Republican Party had no clear 

favourite to become their presidential candi-

date. Their last two candidates, Mitt Romney 

and John McCain, had been beaten by Barack 

Obama in 2012 and 2008 respectively. The last 

Republican President, George W. Bush, ended 

his time in office as one of the least popular 

presidents in history. Many Republican politi-

cians put their names forward, some of them 

senators, some of them governors of different 

states, but one in particular caught a lot of at-

tention for the fact that he wasn't at all a politi-

cian. 

DONALD TRUMP 

Donald J. Trump had been a household name in 

America for years, but he had been in the news 

much more regularly since 2011, when he be-

gan claiming that Barack Obama wasn’t born in 

the United States. If true, it would have disquali-

fied Obama from ever becoming President. 

Trump repeated the claims for months, tweet-

ing in August 2012 that “an extremely credible 

source” told his office that Obama’s American 

birth certificate was a fraud. Obama had  

released his birth certificate, and all but a  

minority of people were satisfied that Trump’s 

claims were wrong. 

When Trump announced that he would run to 

become the Republican Party’s candidate, very 

few people believed he was being serious. His 

actions were dismissed as a publicity stunt, but 

to his critics’ surprise, he began winning  

primary contests. Attracting a lot of media  

attention with outlandish remarks about forc-
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Hillary Clinton has been a 

prominent figure in American 

politics since she became First 

Lady in 1993. After her husband 

Bill’s two terms as President, she 

was elected as a Senator for New 

York. Her 2008 presidential  

campaign failed, but she went on 

to become Barack Obama’s  

Secretary of State (minister for 

foreign affairs). 

Donald Trump has been a well-

known business name in America 

for decades. He owns many 

properties throughout the  

United States, and reached a 

new level of fame in the 2000s as 

the host of the American version 

of The Apprentice. He delved  

into politics in 2011 when he 

claimed that Barack Obama  

wasn’t an American citizen. 

 

Experience: She’s been involved 

in politics for almost 25 years,  

including 4 years as America’s top 

diplomat. 

Resources: Her campaign team 

has been able to raise plenty of 

funds for her campaign to   

STRENGTHS 

 

“Outsider” candidate: He’s never 

been involved in politics before, 

and argues that he will stand up 

for the “little people” ignored by 

politicians. 

Attracts attention: His loud  

personality has kept the media’s 

attention for good or bad. 

STRENGTHS 

 

Email controversy: Her handling 

of classified emails while she was 

Secretary of State has been inves-

tigated by the FBI. 

“Establishment” candidate: She’s 

been around for so long that 

some people don’t believe she 

would bring about real change. 

WEAKNESSES 

 

Controversial statements:  

Whether about building a wall 

along the border with Mexico, 

deporting all Muslims from the US 

or his degrading comments about 

women, Trump’s comments have 

landed his campaign in a lot of 

hot water. 

WEAKNESSES 

ing Mexico to pay for a wall along its border with 

the US, or deporting all Muslims, Trump gained a 

lot of support  from people. As outlandish and  

offensive as many of his statements were, some 

people were impressed by his willingness to 

speak his mind in contrast to the more experi-

enced politicians who have speechwriters tell 

them what to say and what people want to hear. 

By June 2016, Trump was the clear winner. Now 

his attention turned to Clinton. 

Unfortunately for Trump, his tendency to speak 

his mind and deliver off-the-cuff remarks has 

done him a lot of damage as well. In August he 

found himself in hot water for criticising the par-

ents of a Muslim American soldier who died in 

Iraq, after they spoke for Clinton at the Demo-

cratic Party’s convention. After his first debate 

IS THAT IT? 

You might be wondering why the election is just 

between the Democrats and the Republicans. 

There are actually many more political parties in 

the US, but none of them come close to having 

the amount of influence and money that the 

largest two have. Every President since 1861 has 

been either a Democrat or Republican. The last 

time a so-called “third party” received any sub-

stantial votes was 1968. 

Having said that, there are two “third party” 

candidates who have managed to secure some 

support from people, but neither are likely to 

have much of an impact on the overall election 

result. 

Gary Johnson 

Libertarian Party 

Jill Stein 

Green Party 
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with Clinton, he got himself into further trouble 

for making demeaning remarks about a former 

Miss Universe contestant who was backing  

Clinton. In October, his campaign was very  

badly hit when a recording of Trump making 

offensive remarks about women in 2005 came 

to light. Trump’s strong-man manner and  

reluctance to admit any wrongdoing on his part 

have often left his campaign team scrambling to 

keep things going in the wake of these  

incidents. Until recently, it was assumed that 

Trump’s controversial statements and behav-

iour would surely cost him the White House, 

but Hillary Clinton’s campaign has run into a 

HOW DOES A US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WORK? 

There are 50 states in the US. Each one of them, and the city of Washington DC, have a certain 

number of “electoral votes” or EVs. The number of EVs depends on how populated the state is - 

the most populated state, California, has 55 EVs while the least populated states such as  

Montana have only 3. 

Whichever candidate receives the most votes from the people of a state wins that state and all 

of its EVs. In order to win the election, a candidate has to win at least 270 EVs overall.  

American society has become very polarised (divided) in the last 20 years. Some states nearly always 

vote for the Democrats and others nearly always for the Republicans. It’s the states where the result 

can go either way - “swing states” - that the candidates campaign in the most in order to reach 270. 

The map above shows reliably Democratic states (blue) and Republican states (red) along with eight 

states considered “swing states”. Of course, there might be a surprise on the night and some of the blue 

states might actually go red, or vice versa. We’ll just have to wait and see! 

270 

Map from 270.com 
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few problems too, leaving American voters with a choice 

of two candidates who are unpopular with large sections 

of the population. 

HILLARY CLINTON 

Having spent a few months on their toes due to the  

unexpected level of support for Bernie Sanders, Clinton’s 

campaign team deployed volunteer workers in almost 

every part of the United States. Clinton’s main advantage 

has been her experience - she was very popular while she 

served as Obama’s Secretary of State (like our Minister 

for Foreign Affairs, the person in charge of America’s deal-

ings with the rest of the world). It was her time in that  

office which also turned out to be one of her biggest  

hindrances, however. Her use of a private email server to 

send and receive emails while Secretary of State - some of 

them classified - earned her an investigation from the FBI. 

Although she was cleared of any criminal wrongdoing in 

July, in late October a surprise broke out when the FBI  

Director announced that he would be re-investigating her 

emails after some were found on a laptop used by her 

aide. 

The timing and nature of the announcement has drawn a 

lot of criticism from both Democrats and Republicans who 

argue that it was politically motivated to hurt Clinton’s 

chances, and that some members of the FBI are biased 

against Clinton. She saw a drop in her support in the days 

that followed, and with just days to go until the election, 

she and Trump remain neck and neck. The drama might 

not even be over on Tuesday - Trump has repeatedly  

refused to say whether he’ll accept the result if he loses, 

and nobody’s really sure what would happen after that. 

Next week: We’ll look at the result and the aftermath,  
whatever happens. 

WHAT HAPPENS 

AFTER THE 

ELECTION? 

Whoever wins the election will give a 

victory speech on the night - assuming 

there’s no unexpected drama. 

Traditionally, the losing candidate calls 

the winner to concede (admit defeat) 

and offer their congratulations. 

The new president won’t start until 

January. In the meantime, he or she 

starts planning their administration. 

The new president will be sworn in at 

noon on 20 January 2017.  

At that moment, Obama’s term  

ends and theirs begins. 
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Speaking of  Presidents… 

Five years ago this Friday,  

Michael D. Higgins  

was inaugurated as  

President of  Ireland 

 

WATCH: Michael D. Higgins on The Late 

Late Show, 23 September 2016 

https://youtu.be/p3T8-P7TvJM 

On 11 November 2011, Michael D. Higgins became Ireland’s 

ninth president. He had fought against six other candidates, and 

emerged as the winner only at the last minute, as the favourite 

candidate Sean Gallagher began to lose support. Initially pledging 

to serve for only one term of seven years, Higgins has recently  

refused to rule out running for a second term in 2018. 

Considered a popular president, Higgins was previously a Labour 

Party TD for Galway West in the Da il. From 1993 until 1997 he 

was Minister for the Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht, and in this 

role he helped to set up the first Irish language television station, 

Telifís na Gaeilge (now TG4) - 20 years ago last Monday. 

What are the roles of the 

President of Ireland? 

Should Michael D. Higgins 

run again in 2018? Have a 

class debate, or write a 

newspaper letter for or 

against him doing so. 

Photo: president.ie 
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Symbols and Soccer 
From “FIFA opens disciplinary proceedings against FAI over 1916 symbol displayed on shirts”,  

The Irish Examiner, 4 November 2016 

FIFA has opened disciplinary proceedings against the Football Association of Ireland over a symbol worn on the 

team's shirts in a March friendly which related to Easter Rising. The players wore jerseys in their game against 

Switzerland on March 25 bearing a symbol to mark the 100th anniversary of the uprising against British rule. 

There has been no official response from the FAI but there is understood to be surprise at the timing of the news, 

more than seven months after the incident in question but right in the middle of a row between the governing 

body and the English and Scottish associations over their planned use of the poppy logo... 

Both the Football Association (FA) and Scottish Football Association (SFA) intend to press ahead with plans to 

commemorate Armistice Day by allowing players to wear black armbands embroidered with a poppy during the 

World Cup qualifier on November 11. 

FIFA has stated that the poppy symbol would breach its rules regarding political, religious or commercial  

messages being carried on players' equipment, though the definition of what is or is not political remains fiercely 

debated. The FA and SFA insist the poppy is a symbol of remembrance and respect and should not be regarded as 

political. 

 

Read more at http://bit.ly/2esbU0G 

What do you think about FIFA’s decision?  

Should countries be allowed to carry symbols on their sporting equipment? 

Photo: Irish Examiner 
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“What’s Going On?” is a newsletter intended for Junior Cycle 

students containing information on current events in  

Ireland and around the world. 

 

It’s designed to be used in a cross-curricular fashion, and is-

free to teachers of any subject for use in their classrooms. 

 

At the very least, hopefully it will help to explain a few 

things when students look at the world around them and 

wonder what, indeed, is going on. 
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