
THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
On 8 November, 

the people of 

the United States 

of America will 

elect their next 

President. 

US Presidents can only 

serve for two terms  

(8 years overall).  

 

Barack Obama is  

coming to the end of  

his second term. 

When he was elected in 2008, 

Obama became the first  

African-American President.  

Whoever wins this election will 

be the 45th President since 

George Washington was 

elected in 1789. 

There are two major political parties in the US. 

The Democrats are liberal on social  

issues such as gay rights, immigration 

and feminism. They tend to favour a 

large welfare state. 

 

Recent Democratic Presidents include 

Barack Obama, Bill Clinton and  

John F. Kennedy. 

The next President will be one of these two candidates: 

Became a  
lawyer in  

1973 

Senator for  
New York  
(2001-09) 

HILLARY 
CLINTON 

First Lady of the  
United States 
(1993-2001) 

Secretary  
of State  

(2009-13) 

Businessman  
since  

the 1970s 

American presidential elections are held every four 

years, but the candidates running for the office end up 

having to start their campaign well over a year before 

the election day itself. In the past fifty years, these  

elections have been as much about spectacle and  

sensationalism as they have been about policies and 

people’s ideas for the future. The mix of politics and  

entertainment has put America into a peculiar situation 

- one of the main party candidates is a celebrity  

businessman who has never before held any political 

office. Donald Trump’s campaign has been repeatedly 

marked by controversy, whether over his comments  

towards Hispanic people or in particular his attitude to 

women. His opponent, Hillary Clinton, is no stranger to  

controversy herself, having caught a lot of heat for her 

misuse of emails while she was Secretary of State.  

Whoever wins this election,  the impact of Trump’s 

campaign is likely to be felt for some time to come. The 

kind of message he has expressed has given new breath 

to racist and xenophobic attitudes which seem like they 

belong in the past, but there’s more to it than just one 

man running for President. The Brexit vote in the UK 

came about after a campaign which implicitly targeted 

immigrants and refugees by stoking up fears and  

prejudices. Trump’s slogan, “Make America Great 

Again”,  does speak to some people on some level.  

As much as we might find Trump funny, it’s important 

to look at the reasons why he has come this far, never 

mind the election result. No matter what happens,  

US politics has never quite seen anything like this. 
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There are many other parties in the US, but the 

Democrats and Republicans have been the  

dominant parties for decades. Every President 

since 1853 has either been a Democrat or a  

Republican. 

 

So-called “third parties” sometimes gain  

prominence in elections. This year, the Libertarian 

and Green Party candidates have received  

plenty of coverage, though it’s very unlikely that 

they will win over 10% of the vote. 

Gary Johnson 

Libertarian Party 

Jill Stein 

Green Party 

Host of  
The Apprentice, 

(2004-15) 

DONALD 
TRUMP 

Owner of the  
Miss Universe  

pageants  
(1996-2015)  

Achieved notoriety in 2011 for 
insisting Barack Obama was 

not born in the US. 

Hillary Clinton is the  

Democratic candidate.  

If elected, she would be the 

first female President of the 

United States. 

 

Donald Trump is the  

Republican candidate.  

He is the first major party 

candidate to have never 

had any previous political 

experience. 

US Presidential elections are actually 50 different elections - every 

state has its own result, and these are added together until all 50 

are counted. Unlike other elections, it’s not just a case of which  

candidate gets more votes. Every state has a different number of 

“electoral votes” (EVs), depending on how many people live 

there. The most-populated state, California, has 55 EVs while 

smaller states have as little as 3. If a candidate wins the majority 

of votes in a state, they win that state’s EVs. To become President, 

a candidate needs to win at least 270 EVs (half the total plus one). 

2012 Election Results Obama: 332 EVs      Romney: 206 EVs 

California 

Texas 

Florida 

New York 

Between now and election day, 

the candidates are travelling  

between “swing states” - states 

which won’t predictably vote  

Republican or Democrat in the 

hopes of eventually winning that 

state’s EVs. 

The candidates must 

also debate each 

other. Clinton and 

Trump’s first debate 

on 26 September  

attracted millions  

of viewers. 

Whoever wins the 

election will officially 

become President 

when they are 

sworn in at noon  

on 20 January 2017. 

The Republicans are more conservative, 

and they tend to favour limiting welfare 

programmes. They are pro-business and 

they prefer the government to have a 

hands-off approach to the economy. 

 

Recent Republican Presidents include 

both George Bushes and Ronald Reagan. 


