
It’s 1923. Pro-Treaty Sinn Féin, now called Cumann na 

nGaedheal, formed the first government of the Irish 

Free State, with W.T. Cosgrave as President of the  

Executive Council (what we now call Taoiseach). 

Anti-Treaty Sinn Féin  

refused to accept the  

authority of the Free 

State or the Dáil. They 

opposed the Anglo-

Irish Treaty which  

created the Free 

State, because it 

meant… 

The British King was 
still King of Ireland 

TDs had to swear an Oath 
of Allegiance to the King. 

Six counties in Ulster  
remained in the UK. 
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In 1926, after failing to convince Sinn 

Féin to enter the Dáil, its leader Éamon 

de Valera and his supporters form a 

new party, Fianna Fáil, which enters 

the Dáil after that year’s election.  

They continue to grow, and in another 

election in 1932 they beat  

Cumann na nGaedheal and become 

the next government. 

Fianna Fáil was popular  

because it was well organised 

and people liked their ideas.  

C na G faded away and in 1934 

they joined with other small 

parties to form 



W. T. Cosgrave and  

Cumann na nGaedheal    (1923 - 1932) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Éamon de Valera  

and Fianna Fáil                (1932 - 1948) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The name of the state was Ireland or Éire, made 

Irish the first official language and claimed the  

entire island of Ireland as the territory of the  

nation. 

 

 

 The new head of state would be a President  

elected by the people. 

 

 

 

 The job of President of the Executive Council was 

abolished and replaced with a new post called the 

Taoiseach. 

 

 

 

 

 The Catholic Church was given a “special position” 

but all other religions were  

recognised too. 

 

 

 

 The people could change the Constitution at any 

time by referendum. 

 

 


