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Why does it matter? 
The Easter 1916 Rising is one of the most 

important events in modern Irish history.  

During this school year (2015/16) its  

centenary (100-year anniversary) will 

be marked across the whole of Ireland. It 

is seen as the event which kicked off the 

Irish independence movement, after  

previous efforts to secure different kinds 

of freedom for Ireland while remaining 

linked to Britain failed to pass smoothly. 

Although it was initially unpopular, the 

harsh reaction of the British forces to the 

Rising changed public opinion in Ireland, 

and influenced more people to join the 

call for an independent Irish republic, 

completely free of the United Kingdom.  

Early in the morning on Monday,  
24 April 1916, nearly 1,200 men from the  

Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army  
seized eight locations across Dublin City. 



1916           

In the 100 years since it happened, the 

Easter Rising and the people who carried 

it out have become heroic to some, and 

vilified by others. This always happens 

with major historical events - people can 

never agree on what an event means, or 

whether it was a good or a bad thing. 

What we can agree on, however, is that 

the Rising was historic. Whatever peo-

ple’s opinions of it, the Rising completely 

changed the course of Irish history from 

that point on. Previous plans to gain a 

kind of freedom for Ireland within the 

United Kingdom were forgotten about, 

and the majority of the Irish people began 

to back the call for a fully independent 

Irish republic, just as Padraig Pearse had 

declared outside the GPO in Dublin. 
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Good or Bad? 

Through the year, this series will look at the 

events which led to the Rising, starting centu-

ries ago and quickly narrowing in to the years 

and months before it. In doing that we’ll also 

look at the people involved - those who 

planned and supported the Rising and its 

aims, those who were firmly against it, and 

those who were in between. We’ll look at why 

different people have different views of the 

Rising, and how events decades later can 

shape those views. The government’s huge 

commemoration programme for the 50th  

anniversary in 1966 was seen as unhelpful to 

relations between the government in Dublin 

and the unionist government in Belfast, and 

commemorations became quieter as the years 

went on and the Troubles began in the North. 

Fifty years later, the peace process has taken 

hold and, while there are still tense moments 

between the two different national identities, 

there is a move towards these identities gain-

ing a greater understanding of each other. 

While looking at the story of the Rising, we’ll 

also be looking at the different interpretations 

of its events. What was good? What was bad? 

Who did the right thing? Who did the wrong? 

 

The Journey to Easter 

Every week until the end of April 2016, this 

magazine will tell the story of how the Easter 

Rising came to be. We’ll start out by looking at 

the reasons for the Rising, starting off quite a 

bit back in the 12th century, but very quickly 

moving to the 1890s and 1900s, answering a 

different question each week: 

  

Photo credits: De Valera © RTÉ Archives. Used with permission. McAleese and Higgins © Irish Defence Forces. All other images from Wikipedia. 



1916                                    

 

British Rule and 
Irish Rebellions 
Find out how Ireland came to be under  

British rule in the first place, and the  

rebellions which took place between then 

and the 19th century, each one  

attempting to gain a kind of independence 

for Ireland, but each one ending in failure. 

1916 is a                                         and                                                    project. 

Why was Ireland under British rule in the 

first place?  

What attempts had Irish people made to  

resist British rule in the past?  

Who didn’t want Ireland to leave the 

United Kingdom?  

Why did the Volunteers and the Citizen 

Army plan the Rising, and what were 

their aims?  

 

 

This series is a collaborative work with 

the students and staff of the Cork Life 

Centre, and will involve their work as it 

progresses. Contributions from others 

are welcome, and while effort will be 

made to include these contributions, it 

might not always be possible. 

The story begins next week in the 12th 

century, when Ireland first fell under the 

influence of the Normans, and will take us 

right up to the 19th century, where the 

Irish independence movement as we 

know it had its origins. 


